










COORDINATION: 

The Executive Director coordinated the preparation of the goals and accomplishments 
with the Board President, Derek Timm. 

APPROVED BY: 

___________________________________ 
Maura F. Twomey, Executive Director 







  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

   
   

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
   

    
  

   
 

D. Draft 2026 Calendar of Meetings 

The 2026 calendar of meetings was approved. 

E. Amendment No. 8 to the Employment Agreement between AMBAG and Maura F. Twomey 

Amendment No. 8 to the Employment Agreement between AMBAG and Maura F. Twomey was 
approved. 

F. Draft Amendment No. 1 to the FY 2025-26 Monterey Bay Region Overall Work Program 
(OWP) and Budget 

The draft Amendment No. 1 to the FY 2025-26 Monterey Bay Region Overall Work Program (OWP) 
and Budget was approved. 

G. Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) Project Alignment 
Form Amendment 

The amendment to the Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District Carbon Reduction Program Project 
Alignment Form was approved. 

H. Contract for Legal Services 

The Board approved a five-year contract for legal services with Fenton & Keller, and authorized the 
Executive Director to negotiate and execute an agreement for an amount not to exceed $102,000. 

I. Financial Update Report 

The financial update report was accepted. 

Motion made by Director Newsome, seconded by Director Montesino to approve the consent 
agenda.  Motion passed unanimously. 

10. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

None. 

11. PLANNING 

A. Draft 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy and Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

Heather Adamson, Director of Planning gave an update to the 2050 MTP/SCS and draft EIR.  The 2050 
MTP/SCS is 1) a long-range plan for transportation investments; 2) federal and state law requires that 
an MTP/SCS be prepared every four years; 3) must provide a 20+ year horizon planning period; 4) 
detailed work program and schedule was approved in April 2023; and 5) it’s scheduled for adoption 
in June 2026. The basis for the MTP/SCS includes 1) land use patterns (such as population, housing, 
and employment); 2) transportation investments; and 3) evaluation using the Regional Travel 
Demand Model and Board approved performance measures. The draft 2050 MTP/SCS includes 1) 
$16 billion in transportation improvements, programs, and services; 2) meets CARB’s GHG reduction 



  

    
    

 
  

 

  
 

    
 

   
  

 
 

  
    

  

 
    

  
  

 

 
   

 
  

 
   

 
 

 

 
 

   
  

 
 

  
 

   
   

target of -6% reduction per capita for 2035; and includes implementation strategies. Ms. Adamson 
reported that the draft will serve as the EIR for the 2050 MTP/SCS as well as the EIR for each of the 
RTPA’s county-level Regional Transportation Plan. The EIR will analyze a range of impacts resulting 
from future development and improvements to the regional transportation network. Staff continues 
to implement the outreach strategies included in the Board adopted Public Involvement Plan. 
Additional workshops/public hearings on the draft 2050 MTP/SCS and EIR will be held in early 2026. 

Motion made by Director Miller, seconded by Director Montesino to approve the release of the 
draft 2050 MTP/SCS and draft Environmental Impact Report.  Motion passed unanimously. 

B. Final 2025 Coordinated Public Transit – Human Services Transportation Plan 

Regina Valentine, Senior Planner, gave a presentation of the final 2025 Coordinated Public Transit – 
Human Services Transportation Plan (Coordinated Plan).  The Coordinated Plan identifies and plans 
for the transportation needs of seniors, persons with disabilities, and persons of limited means to 
facilitate applications for the FTA Section 5310 program.  Under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
(BIL) / Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) of 2021, the Coordinated Plan must be completed 
and used in developing applications with Disabilities (Section 5310) grant program.  The Plan 
elements include: 1) an assessment of currently available transportation services (public, private, and 
non-profit); 2) an assessment of transportation needs for seniors and persons with disabilities; 3) 
address the identified gaps between current services and needs; 4) priorities for implementation 
based on resources, time, and feasibility; and 5) where less than 100% demand response fleet is 
accessible, a demonstration of how the requirement for equivalent service will be met. Ms. Valentine 
stated that 16 comments were received during the public comment period (August 4, 2025 – 
September 26, 2025). The comments can be found under Appendix D of the Coordinated Plan. 

Motion made by Director Hernandez, seconded by Director Picha to approve the final 2025 
Monterey Bay Region coordinated Public Transit – Human Services Transportation Plan.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

12. PROGRAMS 

A. Update on the Central California Rural Regional Energy Network (CCR REN) 

Amaury Berteaud, Director of Sustainability Programs gave an update on the CCR REN. REN’s are an 
innovative framework for local governments to 1) design and administer CPUC energy efficiency 
programs; 2) design innovative programs which focus on serving communities in ways traditional 
energy efficiency programs do not; and 3) serve hard-to-reach customers as well as disadvantaged 
and underserved communities.  The CCR REN was approved by the CPUC in September 204 with a 
2024 to 2027 budget of $36 million.  The County of San Luis Obispo is the lead administrator for the 
CCR REN and is responsible for coordinating with partners to implement programs and complete 
reporting requirements.  The CCR REN serves 5.4 million customers across 14 counties.  The CCR REN 
will offer the following programs, primarily designed to serve hard-to-reach customers and 
disadvantaged and underserved communities 1) Codes & Standards Program; 2) Public Program; 3) 
Residential Program; 4) Commercial Energy Improvement Program; and 5) CEIP Workforce 
Integration.  Next steps include 1) continue to successfully implement programs; 2) deploy online 
energy assessment tool and energy efficiency kits; 3) launch the Finance Program; 4) design a 







 

 

 

 
 

     

     

   

      

      

 
  

     
  

 

  
   

    
  

    
    

   

     
   

     
  

  

 

   
  

ASSOCIATION OF MONTEREY BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 

Planning Excellence! 

P.O. Box 2453 Seaside, CA 93955-2453 [ph] 831.883.3750 [fax] 831.883.3755 http://www.ambag.org info@ambag.org 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: AMBAG Board of Directors 

FROM: Maura F. Twomey, Executive Director 

RECOMMENDED BY: Regina Valentine, Senior Planner 

SUBJECT: AMBAG Regional Clearinghouse Monthly Newsletter 

MEETING DATE: January 14, 2026 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Board of Directors accept the November and December 2025 
Clearinghouse monthly newsletters. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

Since March 12, 1984, under adopted State Clearinghouse Procedures, the Association of 
Monterey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG) was designated the regional agency responsible for 
clearinghouse operations in Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz Counties. These procedures 
implement Presidential Executive Order 12372 as interpreted by the “State of California 
Procedures for Intergovernmental Review of Federal Financial Assistance and Direct 
Development Activities.” They also implement the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 
as interpreted by CEQA Guidelines. 

The purpose of the Clearinghouse is to provide all interested parties within the Counties of 
Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz notification of projects for federal financial assistance, 
direct federal development activities, local plans and development projects, and state plans 
that are proposed within the region. These areawide procedures are intended to be 
coordinated with procedures adopted by the State of California. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

There is no direct financial impact. Staff time for monitoring clearinghouse activities is 
incorporated into the current AMBAG Overall Work Program and budget. 



 

 

  
    

 

        

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

COORDINATION: 

Notices for the Clearinghouse are sent by lead agencies to AMBAG. Interested parties are sent 
email notifications twice a month with the newsletter attached. 

ATTACHMENT: 

Monthly Newsletters - Clearinghouse items November 1 – December 31, 2025. 

APPROVED BY: 

_________________________________ 
Maura F. Twomey, Executive Director 









https://www.ambag.org/plans/2050-metropolitan-transportation-plan-sustainable
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https://681,702.20
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ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Balance Sheet as of October 31, 2025 
2. Profit and Loss: July 1, 2025 – October 31, 2025 
3. Cash Activity for November 2025 

APPROVED BY: 

___________________________________ 
Maura F. Twomey, Executive Director 
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ASSOCIATION OF MONTEREY BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 

Planning Excellence! 

P.O. Box 2453 Seaside, CA 93955-2453 [ph] 831.883.3750 [fax] 831.883.3755 http://www.ambag.org info@ambag.org 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: AMBAG Board of Directors 

FROM: Maura F. Twomey, Executive Director 

RECOMMENDED BY: Heather Adamson, Director of Planning 

SUBJECT: Draft 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy and Draft Environmental Impact 
Report 

MEETING DATE: January 14, 2026 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Board of Directors is asked to conduct a public hearing to receive comments on the 
Draft 2050 MTP/SCS and Draft Environmental Impact Report. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

The 2050 MTP/SCS is the blueprint for a regional transportation system that further 
enhances our quality of life, promotes sustainability, and offers more mobility options 
for people and goods. The MTP/SCS is built on an integrated set of public policies, 
strategies, and investments to maintain, manage, and improve the transportation 
system so it meets the diverse needs of our changing region through 2050. 

The 2050 MTP/SCS contains a robust transportation network, with a diversity of projects 
that will provide residents and visitors with a variety of travel choices. The 
transportation network, in conjunction with how local jurisdictions develop land, will 
provide additional opportunities for walking, biking, getting to work, going to school, 
shopping, and playing. 

Passed in 2008, Senate Bill 375 (SB 375) encourages planning practices that create 
sustainable communities. SB 375 also charged the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
with setting regional targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2035. AMBAG 
must prepare a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) as part of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP). The SCS must demonstrate how the region will meet its 
goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) from automobiles and light trucks. 
The 2050 MTP/SCS demonstrates that our region will meet the target. 



   
 

    
  

 
 

 
 

    
 

      
 

     
     

 
   

 
      

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
    

  

 
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

The following sections present a brief overview of the Draft 2050 MTP/SCS. The 2050 
MTP/SCS adoption process section describes the process to obtain public input on the 
2050 MTP/SCS and major milestones leading to the Board considering adoption of the 
2050 MTP/SCS in June 2026. 

Vision 

AMBAG adopted a framework of goals and policy objectives to guide the development 
of the MTP/SCS. The five goal areas are: 

• Mobility – Build and maintain a safe and robust multimodal transportation 
network. 

• Environment – Create a sustainable and healthy region for all. 
• Communities – Develop, engage, connect, and sustain communities that are 

livable and thriving. 
• Economic – Support a sustainable, efficient, and productive regional economic 

environment that provides opportunities for all. 
• Equitable – Plan for people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds. 

Transportation Investments 

The Draft 2050 MTP/SCS contains a number of improvements to our multimodal 
transportation system. The MTP sets forth an integrated approach to transportation 
investments that maximizes the benefits of the existing transportation system by 
investing in system preservation and maintenance, along with strategic system 
expansion and management strategies. The transportation investments will provide 
more travel choices for our region’s residents and visitors. 

Sustainable Communities Strategy 

The SCS demonstrates the region’s ability to meet the GHG emission reduction target 
set forth by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). The SCS outlines the region’s 
plan for integrating the transportation network within an overall land use pattern that 
responds to projected growth, housing needs, changing demographics, and 
transportation demands while reducing GHG emissions. The overall SCS land use 
development pattern complements the proposed transportation network, which 
emphasizes multimodal system enhancements, system preservation, and improved 
access to high quality transit. 

Financial Plan 



    
 

    
 

 
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

  
   

 
   

    
 

 
 

  
  

  
   

   
 

  
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
  

   

     
 

   
    

The Financial Plan includes a revenue forecast of local, state, and federal sources that 
are reasonably expected to be available through 2050. Total revenues estimated for the 
Draft 2050 MTP/SCS are approximately $16 billion. 

Performance Measures 

In support of the goals and policies established through public participation efforts and 
stakeholder involvement, more than a dozen performance measures were established 
to measure how well the MTP/SCS performs. The performance measures quantify the 
transportation, environmental, economic, and equity benefits of the MTP/SCS. 

Public Participation 

AMBAG engaged a wide range of stakeholder groups, elected officials, community 
groups, and the general public through a bilingual (English and Spanish) survey and a 
series of meetings and workshops. The input received through this process has shaped 
the 2050 MTP/SCS in a meaningful way. AMBAG will continue to involve and engage the 
stakeholders and the public in the process of refining and finalizing the 2050 MTP/SCS. 

Environmental Impact Report 

AMBAG, in consultation with the RTPAs and the consulting team prepared an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 2050 MTP/SCS. In accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Draft EIR evaluates the impacts of the 
2050 MTP/SCS on the physical environment at the program level. The Program EIR also 
serves as the EIR for each of the RTPAs’ 2050 Regional Transportation Plans. The 
Program EIR analyzes a range of impacts resulting from future development consistent 
with the regional growth projections and from improvements to the regional 
transportation network. It also analyzes three alternatives to the proposed 2050 
MTP/SCS. The EIR provides the framework for subsequent project level environmental 
analysis of specific projects, in which individual project impacts will be evaluated 
separately as project features are defined. 

2050 MTP/SCS and EIR Adoption Process 

To obtain public input on the development of the Draft 2050 MTP/SCS, a broad range of 
media and communication avenues have been and will be utilized to provide 
information, solicit participation and input, and allow for ongoing feedback and updates. 
A major goal of this public involvement effort is to reach both nontraditional and 
traditional audiences to be included in the transportation planning process. 

The public comment period for the Draft MTP/SCS and Draft EIR opened November 17, 
2025. AMBAG will hold public workings and public hearings in January 2026 to 
encourage public comment on the Draft 2050 MTP/SCS and the Draft EIR. The public 



   
   

 
 

  

     
 

     

    
 

    
   

       
   

  
 

 
 

  
 

    
  

 
 

 

    
  

  
 

   
    

 
 

 
 

   
 

workshops/hearings schedule and format will provide opportunities for information to 
be shared and public comments to be submitted. The list of Draft 2050 MTP/SCS and 
Draft EIR public workshops/hearings is included in Attachment 1. 

Anticipated major milestones include: 

• November 17, 2025 – Beginning of the public comment period for the Draft 2050 
MTP/SCS/EIR 

• January 2026 – Public workshops/hearings on Draft 2050 MTP/SCS/EIR 

• January 30, 2026 – Close of the public comment period for the Draft 2050 
MTP/SCS/EIR 

• February/March 2026 – Review and response to comments and consider 
proposed changes to the 2050 MTP/SCS/EIR 

• June 2026 – AMBAG Board considers certification of the Final EIR and adoption 
of the Final 2050 MTP/SCS 

ALTERNATIVES: 

N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Planning activities for the 2050 MTP/SCS are funded with FHWA PL, FTA 5303, and SB 1 
planning funds and are programmed in the FY 2025-26 Overall Work Program and 
Budget. 

COORDINATION: 

All MTP/SCS planning activities are coordinated with the MTP/SCS Executive Steering 
Committee and Staff Working Group, which includes participation from Caltrans District 
5, Monterey-Salinas Transit, Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District, Santa Cruz County 
Regional Transportation Commission, Council of San Benito County Governments, and 
the Transportation Agency for Monterey County. Additionally, this work is coordinated 
with the Planning Directors Forum and the RTPAs’ Technical Advisory Committees, 
which includes local jurisdictional staff. 

ATTACHMENT: 

1. Draft 2050 MTP/SCS/EIR Public Workshops/Hearings Flyer 



 
 

 
 

    
___________________________________ 
Maura F. Twomey, Executive Director 

APPROVED BY: 



HOUSINGHOUSING RESILIENCYRESILIENCYTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION 

Attend a virtual workshop and public hearing on AMBAG’s Draft 2050 Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS) and Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR). Opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Plan and EIR will occur during the public 
hearing portion of the meeting. 

Can’t attend the workshop? Send comments by email, hadamson@ambag.org, or by mail, 24580 
Silver Cloud Ct, Monterey, CA 93940. The public comment period closes on January 30, 2026. 
Copies of the Draft Plan and EIR are available for download at www.AMBAG.org. 

Meeting Schedule 

     Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 12pm 
     Wednesday, January 14, 2026 at 6pm (as part of the regularly scheduled AMBAG Board meeting) 
     Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 12pm 
     Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 6pm, San Benito County focused 
     Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 6pm, Monterey County focused 

Tuesday, January 27, 2026 at 6pm, Santa Cruz County focused 

To register for these virtual meetings, please visit www.AMBAG.org or use the QR code. 

Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments - info@ambag.org - (831) 883-3750 - www.AMBAG.org 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP AND HEARING 
on the Draft 2050 MTP/SCS and Draft EIR 

https://www.AMBAG.org
https://www.AMBAG.org
mailto:hadamson@ambag.org


VIVIENDAVIVIENDA RESILIENCIARESILIENCIATRANSPORTETRANSPORTE 

Asista a un taller y una audiencia pública virtual sobre el Borrador del Plan de Transporte Metropolitano 
(Metropolitan Transportation Plan, MTP) y su Estrategia de Comunidades Sostenibles (Sustainable 
Communities Strategy, SCS) de 2050 y el Borrador del Informe de Impacto Ambiental (Environmental Impact 
Report, EIR). Durante la porción de la audiencia pública de la reunión, tendrá la oportunidad de hacer 
comentarios sobre el borrador del Plan y del EIR. 

¿No puede asistir al taller? Envíe sus comentarios por correo electrónico: hadamson@ambag.org, o por 
FRUUHRSRVWDO6LOYHU&ORXG&W0RQWHUH\&$(OSHUtRGRGHFRPHQWDULRVS~EOLFRV¿QDOL]DHO 
de enero de 2026. Puede descargar copias del borrador del Plan y del EIR en www.AMBAG.org. 

Calendario de Reuniones 

Martes, 13 de enero de 2026 a las 12 pm 
Miércoles, 14 de enero de 2026 a las 6 pm (como parte de la reunión regular de la junta de AMBAG) 
Martes, 20 de enero de 2026 a las 12 pm 
Miércoles, 21 de enero de 2026 a las 6 pm, enfocado en el Condado de San Benito 
Jueves, 22 de enero de 2026 a las 6 pm, enfocado en el Condado de Monterey 
Martes, 27 de enero de 2026DODVSPHQIRFDGRHQHO&RQGDGRGH6DQWD&UX] 

Para inscribirse para estas reuniones virtuales, visite www.AMBAG.org o use el código QR. 

Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments - info@ambag.org - (831) 883-3750 - www.AMBAG.org 

TALLER Y AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA 
sobre el Borrador del MTP/SCS 2050 y el Borrador del EIR 

https://www.AMBAG.org
https://www.AMBAG.org
mailto:hadamson@ambag.org




2026 AMBAG Calendar of Meetings 

January 14, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

February 11, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

March 11, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

April 8, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

May 13, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

June 10, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

July 2026 No Meeting Scheduled 

August 12, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

September 9, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 



October 14, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

*November 18, 2026 MBARD Board Room 

24580 Silver Cloud Court, Monterey, CA 93940 

Meeting Time: 6 pm 

December 2026 No Meeting Scheduled 

* The AMBAG November Board of Directors meeting has been moved to the third Wednesday 
of the month due to Veteran’s Day Holiday. 



AMBAG Acronym Guide 

ABM Activity Based Model 

ACFR Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 

ADA Americans Disabilities Act 

ALUC Airport Land Use Commission 

AMBAG Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments 

ARRA American Reinvestment and Recovery Act 

3CE Central Coast Community Energy 

CAAA Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (Federal Legislation) 

Caltrans California Department of Transportation 

CalVans California Vanpool Authority 

CARB California Air Resources Board 

CCJDC Central Coast Joint Data Committee 

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 

CHTS California Households Travel Survey 

CMAQ Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 

CPUC California Public Utilities Commission 

CTC California Transportation Commission 

DEIR Draft Environmental Impact Report 

DEM Digital Elevation Model 

DOF Department of Finance (State of California) 

EAC Energy Advisory Committee 

EIR Environmental Impact Report 

FAST Act Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act 

FHWA Federal Highway Administration 

FTA Federal Transit Administration 

FTIP Federal Transportation Improvement Program 

GHG Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

GIS Geographic Information System 

ICAP Indirect Cost Allocation Plan 

IIJA Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 

ITS Intelligent Transportation Systems 
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