
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 
             
           

 

Heather Adamson 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Mike Pisano <mpisanoful@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 8:53 AM
Heather Adamson 

Subject:
Attachments: 

AMBAG Draft 6th Cycle RHNA Plan
Property Tax Rates - CA Counties 2008.pdf; Summit Meeting 2-10-22.pdf 

Hi AMBAG, 

The recent appeals on the Draft 6th cycle RHNA plan are not viable as each city/county has more than enough 
underdeveloped land available to build the necessary residential units. For example, Scotts Valley had an 
opportunity to let Bay Photo build employee housing on their property, but they said no (each city has similar 
stories or purposeful costly delays). 

I can appreciate each city not wanting to build extra housing as it is not a viable equitable solution as property 
tax does not bring in enough revenue to justify more housing. Santa Cruz County is at 13% for every dollar 
collected on Property Tax - while San Francisco is at 70% (This is an unfair split). Our Tri-county area should 
all be at 25%, but the cost of legislation to change Prop 13 would be about $20 million dollars. I have attached 
information from a recent Supervisor Manu Koenig meeting to hopefully help effect change, and encourage 
more affordable housing. 

2008 Numbers: 

Thank You for your time and consideration 
Michael Pisano – Santa Cruz County 
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Current Secured Tax Property Tax % of 
Assessed Value % of in Total County Revenue to Property Taxes 

Assessed Value in Unincorporated Assess Value in (Approx 1% of Each County to County 
County in Total County Area of County Unincorp Area Assessed Value) General Fund General Fund Discrepancy 
San Francisco $130,004,478,543 - 0% $1,300,044,785 $907,655,021 70% -70% 
Alpine $722,578,160 $722,578,160 100% $7,225,782 $4,471,493 62% 38% 
Sierra $559,515,393 $525,884,639 94% $5,595,154 $3,016,313 54% 40% 
Amador $4,580,089,518 $3,384,851,277 74% $45,800,895 $14,911,804 33% 41% 
Trinity $1,073,682,276 $1,073,682,276 100% $10,736,823 $3,184,963 30% 70% 
Tuolumne $6,319,640,283 $5,795,976,052 92% $63,196,403 $18,791,301 30% 62% 
Inyo $3,500,152,254 $3,098,386,034 89% $35,001,523 $10,450,050 30% 59% 
Mono $5,366,959,795 $1,387,233,553 26% $53,669,598 $16,053,630 30% -4% 
Mendocino $9,309,745,987 $7,114,424,395 76% $93,097,460 $27,044,904 29% 47% 
Modoc $989,507,502 $871,289,711 88% $9,895,075 $2,735,250 28% 60% 
Colusa $2,550,981,557 $1,930,886,243 76% $25,509,816 $6,826,376 27% 49% 
Kern $79,198,986,938 $48,256,253,136 61% $791,989,869 $216,584,819 27% 34% 
Mariposa $1,955,091,620 $1,955,091,620 100% $19,550,916 $5,070,187 26% 74% 
Yuba $5,590,057,975 $4,699,237,906 84% $55,900,580 $14,227,069 25% 59% 
Tehema $4,843,005,196 $3,633,649,094 75% $48,430,052 $12,298,597 25% 50% 
San Luis Obispo $40,943,990,098 $20,592,617,833 50% $409,439,901 $100,695,998 25% 25% 
Merced $20,357,037,135 $9,225,148,045 45% $203,570,371 $48,184,322 24% 21% 
Kings $7,853,008,491 $2,864,699,922 36% $78,530,085 $19,048,417 24% 12% 
Los Angeles $1,010,019,713,739 $92,926,485,727 9% $10,100,197,137 $2,441,016,559 24% -15% 
Lake $6,678,012,687 $5,445,176,342 82% $66,780,127 $15,199,819 23% 59% 
El Dorado $26,968,207,448 $21,954,358,983 81% $269,682,074 $62,947,250 23% 58% 
Plumas $3,959,166,127 $3,819,505,457 96% $39,591,661 $8,692,471 22% 74% 
Siskiyou $4,023,729,679 $2,746,860,005 68% $40,237,297 $8,877,683 22% 46% 
Sonoma $67,478,927,005 $26,262,927,102 39% $674,789,270 $151,207,516 22% 17% 
Glenn $2,419,895,080 $1,764,779,435 73% $24,198,951 $5,052,523 21% 52% 
Tulare $26,375,709,124 $9,945,579,745 38% $263,757,091 $54,942,343 21% 17% 
San Joaquin $64,083,543,308 $17,820,950,006 28% $640,835,433 $133,420,665 21% 7% 
Lassen $2,093,803,485 $1,535,620,131 73% $20,938,035 $4,208,825 20% 53% 
Humboldt $9,994,853,377 $5,968,123,065 60% $99,948,534 $20,118,147 20% 40% 
Napa $25,455,033,891 $11,990,800,429 47% $254,550,339 $50,169,049 20% 27% 
Santa Barbara $58,263,332,909 $27,056,143,538 46% $582,633,329 $114,439,733 20% 26% 
Calaveras $7,088,529,934 $6,569,054,912 93% $70,885,299 $13,635,338 19% 74% 
Marin $52,554,005,358 $14,604,547,091 28% $525,540,054 $99,215,446 19% 9% 
Del Norte $1,647,011,562 $1,366,845,479 83% $16,470,116 $2,970,337 18% 65% 
Placer $57,654,914,123 $24,073,478,293 42% $576,549,141 $106,660,017 18% 24% 
Sacramento $133,720,620,425 $51,232,167,533 38% $1,337,206,204 $243,718,027 18% 20% 
Solano $46,415,656,374 $4,282,430,557 9% $464,156,564 $83,561,943 18% -9% 
Sutter $8,557,086,219 $3,369,622,722 39% $85,570,862 $14,190,857 17% 22% 
Ventura $103,943,537,873 $18,151,131,132 17% $1,039,435,379 $179,882,104 17% 0% 
Santa Clara $284,970,470,989 $17,024,364,197 6% $2,849,704,710 $472,462,911 17% -11% 
Monterey $51,579,833,274 $24,852,472,816 48% $515,798,333 $80,336,213 16% 32% 



Alameda $193,743,077,525 $16,865,600,751 9% $1,937,430,775 $308,966,582 16% -7% 
Madera $11,498,382,317 $7,968,265,087 69% $114,983,823 $17,090,950 15% 54% 
Nevada $15,973,938,406 $9,003,068,398 56% $159,739,384 $23,201,834 15% 41% 
San Benito $6,743,893,879 $3,307,793,345 49% $67,438,939 $10,197,871 15% 34% 
Imperial $10,233,444,219 $4,441,356,439 43% $102,334,442 $15,573,556 15% 28% 
San Mateo $132,938,103,700 $15,062,996,389 11% $1,329,381,037 $194,580,936 15% -4% 
Shasta $15,627,392,486 $6,652,606,928 43% $156,273,925 $21,775,328 14% 29% 
Fresno $61,749,354,583 $18,500,755,329 30% $617,493,546 $87,862,914 14% 16% 
San Diego $386,925,410,225 $66,418,897,263 17% $3,869,254,102 $538,210,653 14% 3% 
Santa Cruz $33,343,349,993 $19,298,384,687 58% $333,433,500 $43,479,178 13% 45% 
Contra Costa $157,920,334,029 $33,653,810,090 21% $1,579,203,340 $205,375,072 13% 8% 
Butte $18,044,023,347 $7,924,677,565 44% $180,440,233 $22,403,675 12% 32% 
Riverside $237,388,487,198 $64,320,178,778 27% $2,373,884,872 $295,114,987 12% 15% 
Stanislaus $42,782,371,241 $11,889,211,491 28% $427,823,712 $47,776,722 11% 17% 
San Bernardino $176,135,269,285 $32,054,356,100 18% $1,761,352,693 $199,566,283 11% 7% 
Yolo $20,115,181,068 $3,605,069,489 18% $201,151,811 $19,407,148 10% 8% 
Orange $410,016,640,580 $26,694,742,645 7% $4,100,166,406 $264,470,010 6% 1% 

State Total $4,312,842,756,792 $859,557,085,367 20% $43,128,427,568 $8,113,229,989 19% 1% 



 Summit Town Hall 
Constituent Meeting 

2.10.22 



  
 

   
   

  

Agenda 

1. Summit Shaded Fuel Break 
2. Sheriff Substation Project 
3. Fire Camera Update 
4. Cell Tower/ Wireless Update 
5. Soquel San Jose Resurfacing 
6. Code Compliance - Laurel Rd 
7. Generator Ordinance Revised 
8. FireWise 
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1. Summit Shaded Fuel Break 

BEFORE AFTER 

Phase 1: Pilot project completed Fall 2021, 2 acres at the intersection of Summit Road and
Soquel-San Jose Road. Funded by a PG&E grant. 
Phase 2: RCD awarded $585K from CALFIRE. Applying for permits for entire 5.7 mile project 
(HWY 17 to Mt Bache Rd). Anticipate completing 2.6 miles (60 acres)  with the current grant in
2022 (Mt Bache Rd to Loma Prieta School). Additional $300K grant applied for. 

Matt Abernathy, RCD Forest Health Specialist
Cell: 408-355-3137 
mabernathy@rcdsantacruz.org 

mailto:mabernathy@rcdsantacruz.org




 

    
    

      
     
  

        

          
 

2. Sheriff Substation 

• Working with Superintendent Grier (Loma
Prieta School District), Supervisor Simitian,
and Sheriff Smith (Santa Clara County) on
joint staffing and renovation funding plan. 

• One time costs ~ $15K 
• Timing can be before or after the rest of the

building. 
• Substation will be at the front of the building fo

ready ingress and egress. 



 

3. Fire Camera Update 

• Three (3) new fire cameras scheduled to be
installed before 2022 fire season. Locations: 
‣ Silver Mountain Winery (thanks Jerold!) 
‣ Watsonville Airport (PG&E) 
‣ Dream Inn, Santa Cruz (PG&E) 

• https://www.alertwildfire.org/region/centralcoast/ 

https://www.alertwildfire.org/region/centralcoast/


       

    
     

      
      

       
       

 

4. Soquel San Jose Resurfacing and Multi-Modal
Improvements 

• $1,455,000 awarded by the Regional
Transportation Commission on 12/2/21 from state
gas tax revenues. 

• Will improve bike lanes, pedestrian crossings and
resurface the bottom 3.15 miles of Soquel San
Jose Rd (from Soquel Dr. To Laurel Glen Rd). 

• Exact project date is dependent on the State
making funds available. 



 

 
 

5. Wireless Update 
• 1931 Soquel San Jose Rd Cell Service Improvement Project. Verizon 

anticipates beginning construction of this site by late February 2022.
• Contact information and to request improved service in your area:

Maureen Cruzen, Verizon Municipal Engagement Partner
E: maureen.cruzen@verizonwireless.com 
T: (925) 279-6638 

• Cruzio $500K Broadband Award for Wireless Access Points. Line of 
sight required. 

• Wireless Ordinance Update - March 9th Planning Commission
• Current ordinance is from 2003 and in "desperate need of an update.” 
• Biggest change: transition from discretionary to ministerial

process, unless in a sensitive area: scenic, historic, coastal zone, etc. 
• More uniform approach to timelines, adoption of the FCC shot

clocks (60 days). Application deemed approved if shot clock expires 
• Denial of an application must be based on "substantial written

evidence” 
• Denial cannot be based on environmental or health impacts
• CPUC July 16, 2020, 72-hour backup power requirement effective July 
2021. County ordinance will reiterate this requirement. 

mailto:maureen.cruzen@verizonwireless.com


 

 

6. Code case update: 17195 Laurel Road/APN 09506226 
• Code Compliance site visit 11/3, posted Notice of Violation and 

recorded it on 12/1 that includes: 
• 13.10.556 neglected property - outdoor storage of property and

materials 
• 13.10.683(i) Parking or use of mobile homes, trailers, or RVs 

without a permit 
• 13.10.683(h) Parking or use of mobile homes, trailers, or RVs 

without a permit 

• No contact has been confirmed with owner. 

• The Notice of Violation begins a 90 day compliance window for the 
property owner. Next step is an Administrative Hearing, however 
service on Steve Rognas is near impossible. If he cannot be located
to serve the notice, most likely a default judgement will be made.
Once that judgement is handed down (possibly in March but more
likely in April) Code Compliance will reassess the case to determine 
how to proceed.

• If anyone has information as to the whereabouts (or contact info) of
Mr. Rognas please let our office know:

first.district@santacruzcounty.us
(831) 454-2200 

mailto:first.district@santacruzcounty.us


  
 

   
   

  

Agenda 

1. Summit Shaded Fuel Break 
2. Sheriff Substation Project 
3. Fire Camera Update 
4. Cell Tower/ Wireless Update 
5. Soquel San Jose Resurfacing 
6. Code Compliance - Laurel Rd 
7. Generator Ordinance Revised 
8. FireWise 
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7. New Rules for Generators Approved 

•Basics of proposal, allow 65dBA, but limit 
operation from 7am to 10pm. Exceptions for 
medical need. 5 decibel increase is considered 
noticeable but it's infrequent. 

•Effectively reduces setback standards from 
45-75 feet to 25-45 feet. 

•Approved 12/7/21, will go into effect February 
2022. 



 

8. FireWise 

• June 2021 - $50,000 of funding allocated in
2021-2022 County Budget 

• November 2021 - $175,000 from the California
Fire Safe Council awarded to fund an 18-month 
County-wide coordinator to organize hazardous
fuel reduction, forest health, fire safety and Fire
Wise community efforts. Grant was a 
collaboration between OR3, the Resource
Conservation District, and dedicated Fire Safe
Council of Santa Cruz County. 

• 14 new Fire Wise communities created in 2021,
24 total. 

• https://www.firesafesantacruz.org/ 

https://www.firesafesantacruz.org/


  8. FireWise Cont. 



  

Questions? 

Ask Me Anything… 



Contact 

First.District@SantaCruzCounty.us 

@1stSuperSCC 

Thank You! 

mailto:First.District@SantaCruzCounty.us
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     Where Do Your Property Taxes Go? 



  

            
     

   
 

  
  

 
 

 

 

Prop 13 Set Rates 

• Our county gets one of the lowest shares of property taxes, despite having one of the highest
shares of population in the unincorporated county. 

County 

San Francisco 

% of Value in 
Unincorporated Area 

0% 

% of Property
Taxes to County 

70% 
San Luis Obispo 
Santa Barbara 

50% 
46% 

25% 
20% 

Napa 
Marin 

47% 
28% 

20% 
19% 

Monterey 48% 16% 
Santa Cruz 58% 13% 









  County General Fund 



      

    

   

 
 

 
  

   

       

 

Back of the Envelope: Filling the Road Funding Gap 

Increase County Property Tax Share to 20% - $23M* 

1/2 Cent Sales Tax (50% towards roads) - $4M 
Other Taxes & Fees 

• TOT - $2M 
• Cannabis Cultivation (2x) - $5M 
• Event Permits - $2M 

Fair Share of Gas Tax Revenues (RTIP) - $2M 
Cuts to General Government - $1M 

Additional Road Funding Needed to Maintain PCI - $16M 

*2008 dollars 



 

Central Fire District Elections 

• More info: centralfiresc.org 
• Comment: 

publiccomments@centralfiresc.org. 

http://centralfiresc.org
mailto:publiccomments@centralfiresc.org


    

       
     

        
  

    
     
     

     
       

        

     
Minimum Fire Safe Regulations - “Substandard” Roads 
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 

• The Board of Forestry and Fire (BOF) held a
Public Hearing regarding this item on June 22nd. 

• The BOF Board did not take any action on this 
item on June 22nd. 

• They received letters of opposition from several
residents, government officials and even fire
personnel regarding the proposed changes. 

• Biggest take away was intention was to make
communities safer, but one size does not fit all. 

• BOF is revising their proposed draft based on
public comments. 



SERFR/Jet Noise Update 

• Met with FAA, Supervisory Senior Advisor 
• Met with Roundtable Chair Mary-Lynn Bernald 
• SCSC Roundtable was disbanded 11/11 as a result of Santa Clara Cities 

Association removing themselves as fiscal sponsor 
• SFO RT will not expand beyond inviting E Palo Alto and Colma 
• Send comments to our congressional leaders requesting a change to the

flight path studied by the FAA at: 
Rep Anna Eshoo 
https://eshoo.house.gov/contact/email-me 
(650) 323-2984 

Rep Jimmy Panetta 
https://panetta.house.gov/contact/email 
(831) 429-1976 

https://eshoo.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://panetta.house.gov/contact/email


  
        

       
    

             
           
          
               

              
            
               
           

                    
    

              
       

       
 

            
 
 

        

      
      

    
  

County Fire Equipment Update 
Equipment replacement due to cost savings on CAL FIRE contract
and increased revenues from the 2019 ballot measure. 6 vehicles 
ordered 2 put into service: 
• 1994 Water Tender 3251 in Bonny Doon. Replacement ordered, expected to arrive in 2022. 
• 1993 Rescue 4161 in Corralitos replacement ordered and should be arriving soon. 
• 1995 Rescue 3761 in Davenport replacement ordered and should be arriving soon. 
• 2008 Engine 4111 in Corralitos replacement has been ordered and will arrive in 2022. It will then 

be downgraded to reserve status and replace our current reserve engine there which is a 1991. 
• 1998 Engine 3721 in Davenport replacement has been ordered and will arrive in 2022. 
• 2011 Fire Marshal replacement vehicle ordered and should be arriving soon as well as vehicle for 

second Fire Marshal posiOon that was added in 2020 and hasn’t had a vehicle. 
• Two new Type 3 engines were put into service in 2019 and were the first Type 3 engines in the 

County fire fleet. They are currently sta>oned in Loma Prieta and Las Cumbres. 

In 2022 we will likely order one more Type 3 engine for Corralitos so that 
all 5 companies have a Type 3 engine. 

Speaking specifically about Loma Prieta in District 1 our current fleet is as 
follows: 
• 2017 Water Tender (purchased with community funds and donated to County Fire) 
• 2015 Type 1 engine 
• 2018 Type 3 engine 
• 1999 Rescue 3661 was replaced in the last 5 years 

“The plan is for each company to have a
Water Tender, Type 1 engine, Type 3
engine and a rescue/utility vehicle.” 

- Chief Nate Armstrong 
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