Appendix A: Accuracy of Past AMBAG Forecasts

The Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments has been producing forecasts for
Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties since 1979. AMBAG included San Benito County in its
1997 forecasts due to the requirement to perform metropolitan planning in San Benito
County per 1994 Memorandum of Understanding. Not unexpectedly, AMBAG’s
population forecasts have in the past been shown to be close to accurate at the
regional and county levels and less accurate at the city and Transportation Analysis
Zone (TAZ) levels. A summary of the accuracy of the past four AMBAG forecasts as
compared to the 2000 U.S. Census is shown below in Table A-1. A city level
comparison between the 1997 AMBAG forecast and the 2000 U.S. Census is shown in
Table A-2. Forecasts are disaggregated to Transportation Analysis Zones for use in the
Regional Travel Forecast Model. The inaccuracies of the 1997 AMBAG forecast at the

Transportation Analysis Zone level are summarized in Table A-3.

TABLE A-1

Comparison of Past AMBAG Forecasts to the 2000 Census

Forecast Monterey | Santa Cruz | San Benito | Regional % | Combined
County % County % County % Variance County
Variance Variance Variance from 2000 Average
from 2000 | from 2000 | from 2000 Census Absolute %
Census Census Census Error from
2000
: Census
1997 AMBAG Forecast -0.21% 0.84% 5.77% -0.25% 2.27%
1994 AMBAG Forecast -1.89% 1.68% n/a -0.50% 1.79%
1991 AMBAG Forecast 5.21% n/a n/a n/a n/a
1988 AMBAG Forecast 6.56% 9.51% n/a 7.70% 8.03%

n/a = not available, county population not forecasted




TABLE A-2

Comparison Between AMBAG's 1997 Forecast and the

Census by City
Area 1997 Census Numeric Percent
Forecast Population | Difference Variation
Population 2000
2000
Carmel 4,477 4,081 -396 -9.7%
Del Rey Oaks 1,709 1,650 -59 -3.6%
Gonzales 8,265 7,525 -740 -9.8%
Greenfield 10,810 12,583 1773 14.1%
King City 11,600 11,093 -507 -4.6%
Marina 20,618 19,163 -1455 -7.6%
Monterey 33,130 29,673 -3457 -11.7%
Pacific Grove 17,392 15,522 -1870 -12.0%
Salinas 130,196 143,776 13580 9.4%
Sand City 243 260 17 6.5%
Seaside 29,832 31,695 1863 5.9%
Soledad 26,483 24,489 -1994 -8.1%
Unincorporated 106,152 100,252 -5900 -5.9%
Monterey Co. Total 400,907 401,762 855 0.2%
Hollister 29,841 34,413 4572 13.3%
San Juan Bautista 1,703 1,549 -154 -9.9%
Unincorporated 18,619 17,272 -1347 -7.8%
San Benito County Total 50,163 53,234 3071 5.8%
Capitola 11,172 10,033 -1139 -11.4%
Santa Cruz 55,013 54,593 -420 -0.8%
Scotts Valley 11,218 11,385 167 1.5%
Watsonville 43,620 44,265 645 1.5%
Unincorporated 136,714 135,326 -1388 -1.0%
Santa Cruz County Total 257,737 255,602 -2135 -0.8%
AMBAG Region Total 708,807 710,598 1791 0.3%




%8 VL1 %0°GY %8 LY %¥'G8 %6°69€€ paienbs ueapy jJ00y
%6 Ll %02 %882 %6'9G %0 ¥ve jusausd 8jnjosqy ebeieny uoiboy
%8801 % ¥e- %€ L~ %P6l %E VLE juaoted ebeleny
%2 €S %8°9¢ %1 9¢ %9°89 %y 0. paienbg uespy jJ00y
%98 %6°G¢ %6°GC %0°€S %L 692 Jusaisd 8njosqy ebeseny Znio ejues
%LLG %¥y'€e- %.'2 %E€T %1 2ve Jusaled ebeieny
%2 0L %991 %E'2S %9°'06 %8 8vt paienbg ueayy jJ0oy
%¥'66 %291 %1 0v %E"¥S %Z VL Jusalad 8jnjosqy abeisay ojluag ueg
%9°09 %L1 %8 Pe- %L %9°201 Jusaiad ebeieny
%9°0€ L %/, 9t %Y v %Y L6 %9'8EYS patenbg uespy 0oy
%6202 %812 %1°0€ %S°19 %1 €9G Jusaisd 8jnjosqy abesany Kasoyuop
%891 %G G2- %0’ L- %9t %/.°625 jusaiag ebeleny
sZVL IV +0002 000Z - 00S 00S - 001 00L-0 adA] Jou3 Auno)
8z1g uone|ndod Zvl
10113 pdBAISSUQD
sauo07 sisAjeuy o1yel] Aq

0002 snsua) 0} }sedadlod jo :Ow_._NQF_OO

g-vanavl



